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“So the Word became human and made his home among 
us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we 

have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and 
only Son.” John 1:14 

 
God became human and dwelt with us. Think about 
that. The Creator of the Universe, the God who 
loves us during our most challenging moments, the 
one who encourages us and gives us hope, made his 
home among us.    
 
Not only is this a reminder during the Christmas 
season, but the truth that God is with us propels us 
into the New Year ahead. God made his home along 
us and continues to dwell within, and through us.  
 
To dwell is to be fully present in a place or with a 
person. God dwelled among his people throughout 
the Bible, from the beginning of Genesis to the end 
of Revelation. Another meaning for dwell is to 
settle in or engage with. Yashabh is the Hebrew 
word for dwell, occurring over 400 times in 
Scripture. The translation means, “to sit down”. Not 
only does God dwell with us from the beginning, he 
sits down with us.  
 
Christmas is a time to sit down, reflect and abide in 
moments with God. Thinking about the year that 
has passed, we are able to thankfully recall times of 
God’s faithfulness.  Look to the year ahead with 
renewed excitement for what is to come. To dwell is  

 
to be fully present. Be fully present in God’s 
unfailing love and faithfulness. God's presence in 
our lives is a gift to be remembered and cherished.  
 
Embrace the Glory,  
Kevin 

 
 

DECEMBER Scripture Readings 
Worship Services:  Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

 
December 4, 2022  Communion is Served 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Pastor: The Rev. Kevin Van Brunt 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 
Message: “PEACE” 
Advent Readers: Dan and Cindy Barnard 
 
December 11, 2022  Third Sunday of Advent 
Pastor:   The Rev. Kevin Van Brunt 
Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10 
Message: “JOY” 
Advent Readers: Dana and Marty Robertson 
 
December 18, 2022  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: 1 John 4:9-11 
Message: “LOVE” 
Advent Readers: Brendan and Laura Gaughran 
 A Pageant will be presented by the young and old 
with guidance from Peggy Johnson.   
 
December 24: Candlelight Service:  5:00 p.m. 
Pastor: The Rev. Kevin Van Brunt 
Message: “LIGHT” 
Advent Readers: The Lapar Family 
This service is a joyous celebration of the birth of 
Christ. 
 
December 25, 2022 
No Service: Celebrate Christ’s birth! 



 
 

Trunk or Treat! 
This year’s Trunk or Treat was held on Halloween 
Eve, Sunday 10/30 from 3 to 4 pm.  7 trunks and 
about 35 people young and old enjoyed an hour of 
silliness, fellowship, and fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Feet for Fuel Update  
As of mid- November, $11,450 has been donated to 
the MVCC Feet for Fuel fund.   We are so thankful 
for the many people who are helping to keep our 
neighbors warm this winter. We give special thanks 
to the McClure family who asked that donations in 
Clarke’s memory be made to Feet for Fuel.    

 
Note from the Music 
Director 
 
A friend texted, asking for help 
reading rhythms in a score. I 
quickly learned to mark up the 
digital image she had sent of 
her score, putting a red line on 
each main beat. And a green 
dot under each main beat in the 
bass notes. There were a lot of notes, a snarl of ink, 
and it looked complicated. But the beat was simple. 
1-2-3.  
 
I sent it back, marked in color, via Messenger. Then 
I thought some more, and wrote, perhaps the word 
is pulse. The beat is the pulse which is there, even if 
the instrument is silent - the beat is there. It is the 
organizing structure which everyone in any group 
can rely on. 
 
So, no matter what their differences or failings or 
accidents or habits, there is always that pulse as 
welcome as a Swiss train showing up at exactly the 
right moment: at the beginning of the next measure.  
 
There are two main kinds of beat structure we use: 
the written kind and the intuited kind. Like when we 
sing, I Been Workin’ in a plodding way, or a jazzy 
way - we intuit. We use the written score as a letter 
of agreement, a map, a contract with others when 
entering the unknown, some new music. It is that, 
and it is only that - a guide. Very, very handy, very, 
very important, nice when reading it comes easily, 
and yet not to be worried about too much. Show up 
at the next beat, or the next.  
 
The beat, the pulse, in the context of this Visitor 
message from the music department at the 
beginning of this Advent, Christmas, and New 
Year, is that thing you rely upon, showing up, 
always there, visible, or invisible. 
 
Peggy 
 
(Also, not to be missed in this story: asking for help 
when you need it.) 
 
 



 
 

Outreach Corner 
 
Outreach will continue to collect monetary 
donations for the L.I.F.E. Ministries Food Pantry 
through the middle of December. Any funds 
donated will be sent to the Pantry to be included in 
their annual Holiday Basket fundraiser. If you 
would like to contribute through the church, you 
can do so by writing a check to MVCC and 
indicating LIFE Ministries Food Pantry in the 
memo line. Find more information about L.I.F.E. 
Ministries at www.lifeministriesfoodpantry.org. 
 
The Outreach Committee decided this past year to 
reduce the number of “discretionary” outreach 
offerings taken up throughout the year. As you 
know, through the Outreach Committee, MVCC 
generously donates funds to many organizations 
through our annual outreach budget.  That has not 
changed, and we will continue to provide assistance 
to these organizations.  We will also continue to 
receive discretionary offerings as crises or natural 
disasters occur. Our congregation was exceedingly 
generous this past year as we received donations for 
Ukraine through the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering. 
 
We understand that some of the discretionary 
offerings not taken up this year may be important to 
you. Listed below are the websites of these 
organizations where you can go to make online 
donations or find out where to send a check. 
America for Christ Offering: abhms.org/volunteer-
opportunities/give/where/afc 
World Mission Offering: 
www.internationalministries.org/world-mission-
offering 
 
You can contact any of the Outreach Committee 
members to discuss these organizations and how 
you might best support them. 
 
Outreach Committee:  Cindy Barnard, Doris Hearty, 
Debi Lynch, Kim Reed, Jennifer Whalen 
 

         

 

The Christian Education committee is still looking 
for two volunteers for the 3rd Sunday to assist if 
there are children in church.  If you 

would like to help, please contact 
Hannah Reif or any member of 
the Christian Education 
Committee. 

 
 

 

 
 
Financial Snapshot as of October 31, 2022 
 

 2022 Full 
Year 

Budget 

Year-To-
Date 

October 

Percent of 
Full Year 
Budget 

Member 
Pledges and 
Plate 
Offerings 

$155,475 $118,050 76% 

Other 
Income1 

$44,050 $49,931 113% 

Total 
Income 

$199,525 $167,981 84% 

Total 
Expenses 

$193,834 $161,148 83% 

Surplus / 
(Deficit) 

$5,691 $6,833  

1Other Income includes interest, trust distributions, 
church fund distribution, and fundraisers 
• Total income is in line with historical trends 
for this time of year 
• Since total income is higher than expenses, 
we have a surplus of $6,833 as of Oct 31 
• Thanks to MVCC parishioners for your 
generosity and keeping up with your pledges!! 

 
 
 

 

 
Wednesday, December 21st 2022 

 



 
 

 
 
Happy 90th Birthday, 
Barbara Neville!! 
On the 27th of December 2022, Barbara 
Neville will be turning 90 years old. 
Please be sure to send out Birthday wishes!  
 
 
 

 

Birthdays:  
2 – Pat Williams 
3 – Eileen McKenna 
6 – Rachel Donovan 
13 –Phyllis Tessier, Dave Williams 
18 – Charlie Arinello, Sheila Skelley 
23 – John Vinton 
26 – Jeff Wallace 
27 - Emily Hastings, Barbara Neville (90th!) 
28 – Joan Theve 
29 – Steve Andrew 
 
Anniversary: 
28 – Jack & Joyce Munsey 
 
 

         

 
 

JANUARY Scripture Readings 
Worship Services:  Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

 
• January 1st: Heritage Sunday  

Christian Education Committee 
 

• January 8th: Pastor Jim Smith 
 

• January 15th: Pastor Jim Smith 
 

• January 22nd: Chaplain Dan Bisson 
 

• January 29th: Pastor Jim Smith 

 
Just What is a Sabbatical?  
 
Ministerial Leaders are called to a servant ministry.  
They usually prepare for this service in college and 
seminary. However, this preparation is only the 
beginning of lifelong learning, renewal, and 
strengthening of their understanding of the Faith 
and its application to life. 
 
Sabbatical comes from the word Sabbath, meaning 
rest and renewal. It is not a vacation. It is 
preparation for work and worship. It is the opposite 
of a vacation. It is an agreement between a church 
and their pastor for the benefit of both the 
congregation and the pastor. The pastor must submit 
a plan for use of the sabbatical. It is a gift from the 
church to continue the salary and a promise from 
the pastor of preparation of work and worship. 
 
One of my father’s sabbaticals was to go study 
theology and inner-city ministry in Berkley, CA.  
Many churches give their pastors the opportunity to 
study in the Holy Lands. My father was also given 
such an opportunity. He stated that he received 
renewal in his ministry and his trip to the Holy 
Lands changed his view of Jesus and the gospel 
from black and white to technicolor. 
 
It is in the best interest of the church and its pastor 
to provide for times of concentrated learning, 
renewal, and upgrading. 
 
Pastor Kevin will be taking a 3-month sabbatical 
from January 1, 2023 to March 31, 2023. We are 
blessed as a church that we have the resources, both 
financially and with pulpit supply support, to be 
able to provide Pastor Kevin this time of renewal 
and strengthening. We will look forward to his 
return with anticipation of what he will be able to 
bring back to us. 
 
 
Submitted by Karyn Vander Hey on behalf of 
Pastoral Relations Committee 
 
NOTE: Karyn’s father is a retired American Baptist 
Minister, having served churches in Syracuse, NY; Fall 
River, MA; Red Bank, NH; and Sanibel Island, FL. 
 



 
 

 
Nomination Announcement: 
This fall the committees and officers took turns 
giving a brief description of each one’s duties and 
responsibilities at the start of the morning service.  
Then the Nominating Committee met in November 
to fill openings and we are very grateful to the many 
who accepted the Call To Action.  
 
If we missed someone who would like to part of a 
group more are always welcome. While it is 
important to conduct the work of the church, more 
importantly is remembering why we do it.  A big 
thank you to all that agreed to serve. 
 
 Sincerely, 
The Nominating Committee 

 
         

 
Attention to all 

Committee Chairman and Officers: 
Attention to all Committee Chairman and Officers: 
 
Stewardship has published a Thankfulness 
devotional. 
Nominating is working on filling committee 
openings. 
Deacons had a successful Feet For Fuel walk. 
Worship is planning Advent. 
Outreach is working on L.I.F.E. Ministries 
offering. 
Financial Management is working on 2023 
budget. 
Building & Grounds is keeping our properties in 
good order. 
Christian Education is creatively educating. 
 
AND now it’s time to write your year-end annual 
report. In accordance with our bylaws; committee 
and officer reports are incorporated into an annual 
report which is made available to members prior to 
the annual meeting on January 29th. It takes time to 
coordinate all the reports, copy, collate an distribute 
them in a timely manner, so to accomplish all of 
this work we ask that all non-financial reports be in 
to the office no later than December 15, 2022. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
    Jane Hunter, Clerk 

            
         

 

2023 Annual Meeting 
The 2023 annual meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 29th immediately following the morning 
service.  This is an important meeting where annual 
reports will be presented along with a slate of 
officers and committee members to be voted on.  
We will also be voting on the 2023 budget which 
the Financial Management Committee has been 
working very hard on to coordinate, plus any other 
business which may come before the meeting. To 
be able to approve the business presented we need a 
quorum, so attendance of the membership is 
important.  There will be no fellowship that 
morning. 
 Sincerely, 
  Jane S. Hunter, Clerk 
 
    

Prayer 

 
Starting on Sunday, January 8th at 9:30am, just 
before church, ALL are invited to join together 
downstairs for a time of prayer. This will be an 
opportunity to pray together prior to the start of 
church. Feel free to join in weekly, or as desired. 
 

  

Service at Sugar Hill 

Join us Tuesday, December 13th, at 10am for a 
special service at Sugar Hill! 

 



 
 

Cookies! 
 
For Community 
Game Night in 
December, we will 
be decorating 
cookies for the 
holidays. Decorating supplies will be 
provided. Donations of baked sugar cookies would 
be appreciated prior to 12/13. Please drop off at the 
church. Early deliveries can be stored in the 
freezer. Come join us for some fellowship and fun 
on Tuesday, December 13th starting at 6pm. Take 
cookies home at the end of the night! 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays: 
 
9 – Marianne Marcussen, James Donovan 
14 – Lloyd Wood  
17 – Susan Hugel 
20 – Mark Larson  
21 – Alex McKenna 
23 – Bob Mueller 
24 – Debi Lynch 
27 – Jennifer Coulter 
 
Anniversary: 
27 – Jim & Donna Conway (1970) 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 

FEBRUARY VISITOR DEADLINE 
JANUARY 15, 2023 

 
 

 

 
REJOICE and PRAISE GOD… 
… for time with family and friends 
… for the Advent Season 
… for Hope in the land 
  
AND PRAY…  
… for Cliff & Jan Theve 
… for Kim Reed’s aunt Joanie 
… for Bob McCarthy & Michael McCarthy during 
health transition 
… for Ginny and John Sherman’s daughter, for 
encouragement 
… for Laura Gaughren’s aunt Doreen 
… for Judy LaBranche, strength and comfort in 
battle with cancer 
… for Peggy’s son Noli, healing from broken bones 
… for Terry, friend of the Cordelli’s, with cancer 
… for Karen & Pastor George as Karen has cancer 
treatments 
… for Lisa Conant’s brother in law Bill with cancer 
and her sister 
… for Lisa’s friend, Pat with dementia 
… for Joyce Wood’s brother, Larry Plummer; Jeff’s 
mom Mary; Jeffery Johnson 
…for those suffering from addiction; Caitie, David, 
and others. Join community churches as we pray the 
3rd of each month for those suffering from addiction 
…for continuing concerns of Church family and 
friends, including: Doris Chase; Eunice Hodgdon; 
Gretchen Oakley; Arline Thompson, Mary 
McCarthy, Donna Conway; Debbie Stroddel; Ali 
Meserve; Sandy McCarthy; Mary Campbell 
Sciatica 
…and for those at Mountain View, Taylor Home 
and other Assisted Living Care Facilities: Millie 
Calvert; Charlie Coulter; Bob Ketcham; Jann Poole; 
Ann Clarke, Nan & Mort Smith, Barbara Williams 
 
If you have a praise or prayer request for the bulletin, 
please email Pastor Kevin at pastorkevin@mvccnh.org or 
contact: (603)539-4839 or call the church office at 544-
9661. 
The Prayer Chain is here for you on a daily basis to offer 
prayers immediately.  Call Joan Theve 544-9048 OR 
email Chris Cordelli crcbird@roadrunner.com 



 
 

 
 

In the Mail... 

 
 

 
         

Dear Church Family, 
My Belated thanks for the lovely Friend of the 
Week letter with so many kind words, thoughts 
and prayers extended. Very much appreciated 
and inspirational to me.  
In Christian Love,  
Judy LaBranche 
 
       

 
Hello to All! 
Made it fine through the hurricane! 
Doris Chase 
2247 Leisure Lane 
Wauchula, FL 
33873 
 
       

 
 
Dear Friends, 
Many thanks for making us Friend of 
the Week. We had a nice celebration of 
our 72nd anniversary. We miss going 
to church and think of you often. 
With best wishes, 
Nancy & Mort Smith 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
From	the	Staff	at	
Melvin	Village	

Community	Church	
	

Reverend	Kevin	Van	Brunt	
	
	

Financial	Secretary/Treasurer	
Jack	Widmer	&	Kerry	Lynch	

	
Peggy	Johnson	

Organist	and	Choir	Director	
	

Brandon	Woody,	Sexton	
	

Hannah	Reif	
Administrative	Assistant 
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EPHESIANS 5:19-20 

 
 
 

 
MVCC MISSION STATEMENT      

 
To provide the best environment for young and old together to grow and 

experience the richness and generosity of Christ. 
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